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RECOMMENDATIONS

The Cabinet Member is recommended to:

1. Authorise entering into Section 75 agreement with the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough NHS Foundation Trust (CPFT) relating to the lead provision of 
School Nursing Services, whereby the partners will enter into arrangements where 
CPFT will exercise the above health related function on behalf of the Local 
Authority.  This will be for the value of £759,000 for the duration of 1 year; between 
1st April 2018 and 31st March 2019.

2. Authorise the Executive Director for People and Communities, Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Councils, in consultation with the Director of Governance, to agree 
further changes to the Section 75 Agreement as required. 

1. SUMMARY OF MAIN ISSUES

1.1 This report seeks the Cabinet Member’s approval to enter into a Section 75 agreement 
between the council and CPFT for a period of 12 months up to 31 March 2019. The agreement 
is in relation to the lead provision of School Nursing services, whereby partners will enter into 



arrangements for CPFT to exercise this health-related function to the Local Authority. A 
Section 75 agreement is currently in place for the delivery of the school nursing service, but 
expires 31 March 2018. 

1.2 Under the National Health Service Act 2006, Local Authorities and NHS bodies can 
enter into partnership arrangements and these powers permit the exercise by an NHS body 
of a Local Authority’s prescribed health related function. The Section 75 agreement allows 
NHS bodies and Local Authorities the flexibility to work in partnership and improve services 
through integrated provision. In this instance, the arrangement will allow for CPFT to exercise 
the delivery of a School Nursing service, a health-related function of the Local Authority.

2. PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT

2.1 This report is for the Cabinet Member for Public Health to consider exercising 
delegated authority under paragraph 3.4.3 of Part 3 of the constitution, in accordance with 
the terms of their portfolio at paragraph (a). 

3. TIMESCALE

Is this a Major Policy 
Item/Statutory Plan?

No If ‘Yes’, date for relevant Cabinet 
meeting

N/A

4. DETAILS OF DECISION REQUIRED

4.1 The Local Authority became responsible for the delivery of certain Public Health 
functions, including School Nursing services, from 1st April 2013, and thus acquired statutory 
responsibilities under the Health and Social Care Action 2012. 

4.2 Following the transfer of these functions, the Council and CPFT entered into a Section 
75 for the provision of a number of Public Health services, including Health Visiting services, 
the Family Nurse Partnership service, and School Nursing services; A separate Section 75 
agreement is in place for the provision of Health Visiting and Family Nurse Partnership 
services.  School Nursing services will be in scope of a comprehensive procurement process 
for the Healthy Child Programme 0-19 services. This wider procurement exercise will bring 
together a number of child health related services across Peterborough and Cambridgeshire 
to deliver an integrated 0 - 19 service, and will result in efficiencies and economies of scale. 
The integrated 0 - 19 service will be in place from 1 April 2019. In the interim, the Council 
seeks to renew the Section 75 agreement for the provision of School Nursing services, 
whereby CPFT will exercise this function to the Local Authority. 

4.3 The financial envelope for the Section 75 Agreement, in relation to this exercise will be 
for £759,000. The Agreement is to run for one financial year, with effect from 1st April 2018 to 
31st March 2019. The proposed end date align with the procurement plans for the 0-19 Healthy 
Child Programme services, of which the School Nursing service will be included. 

5. CONSULTATION



5.1 The power to enter into the Section 75 Agreement is conditional on the partners having 
jointly consulted persons likely to be affected by such arrangements. 

5.2 Consultation is fundamental to the continued successful commissioning of services 
and in keeping with good practice, as outlined in the NHS Act requirements; consultation has 
been undertaken with the service provider.

5.3 Within the development and drafting of this agreement, the aims, outcomes, 
specifications, financial contributions, and linking of objectives, there have been 
comprehensive discussions between partners to ascertain a mutually agreed model of service 
delivery. 

6. ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES

6.1  A robust Section 75 Agreement is approved that ensures the integrated provision of 
a School Nursing service by CPFT and that the Council upholds the statutory responsibility 
to deliver the health-related function outlined in this report. 

7. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS & ANY RELEVANT BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION

7.1 The Section 75 Agreement will provide value for money and lead to an improvement 
in the ways in which this function is exercised, based on the timeframe of the agreement. A 
previous agreement has been in effect since 1st April 2016 and a renewal of this agreement 
is required for a further financial year to align with completion of the 0-19 Health Child 
Programme procurement exercise, which has been identified as the long term procurement 
strategy for this service.

7.2 The School Nursing service forms part of the Healthy Child Programme 0-19, which is a 
framework designed to support collaborative working across health and Council led services 
and strengthen the integrated approach to service delivery. 

The framework, through the provision of School Nursing services, aims to:

● Help parents develop and sustain and strong bond with their children
● Encourage care that keeps children healthy and safe
● Protect children from serious disease through screening and immunisation
● Reduce childhood obesity by promoting healthy eating and physical activity
● Identify health issues early so that support can be offered in a timely manner
● Ensure children are prepared for, and supported in education settings
● Identify and help children, young people, and families with problems that may affect 

their ability to thrive in later life
● Improve educational achievement by improving the wellbeing of young people 

7.3 The Council will retain responsibility for the function of the service outlined in this 
report; the scope of activities performed have a clearly and mutually defined by partners, 
together with provision for robust management and monitoring of the service. 



8. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

8.1 To do nothing. However this was rejected on grounds that it is the Council’s statutory 
responsibility for the provision of this service, following the transfer of Public Health functions 
to the Local Authority under the Health and Social Care Act (2012).

8.2 Undertake a competitive procurement exercise. This was dismissed due to the long 
term procurement strategy for this provision, whereby School Nursing services will be included 
in the 0-19 Healthy Child Programme. The procurement process for this tendering exercise is 
due for completion by 31st March 2019, therefore it would be disadvantageous and not 
represent value for money to conduct a procurement exercise for this function alone at this 
time. 

9. IMPLICATIONS

9.1 Financial Implications: 

9.1.1 The financial costings outlined to deliver this service will be funded through the Public 
Health Grant.

9.2 Legal Implications: 

9.2.1 The Council currently commissions School Nursing services under its statutory duty 
for Public Health. Responsibility for this service was transferred to the Local Authority in 2012 
under the Health and Social Care Act.

9.2.2 The proposals set out in this decision operate in accordance with the  statutory 
guidance relating to Public Health functions, in respect of the NHS Act 2006.

Under the NHS Act 2006 Local Authorities and NHS bodies can enter into partnership 
arrangements to provide a more integrated and streamlined service, which includes the 
pooling of resources if it is evidenced that the arrangements are likely to lead to an 
improvement in the way such functions are exercised. These powers permit the exercise by 
an NHS body of a Local Authority’s prescribed functions, in conjunction with the exercising of 
the NHS body of its prescribed functions (Section 75(2)(b), NHS Act 2006). 

9.2.3 The Local Authority may also be empowered to make payments to the NHS, third 
sector organisations, or any other body under section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, 
or the general power of competence under Section 1 of the Localism Act 2011. 

9.1 Equalities Implications:

There are no equalities implications identified within this decision. 

10. DECLARATIONS/CONFLICTS OF INTEREST & DISPENSATIONS GRANTED

None.
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